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| want to thank you for 
bringing us another great 
issue of X-MEN: HIDDEN 
YEARS! Issue #16 was 
“special” because _ it 
showcased John’s art in its 
pure form, without it being 
altered in any way, shape, 
or form by an inker, other 
than himself. There is something special 
whenever John inks his own stuff, or 
whenever “Terry Austin” inks John’s artwork! 

| have 2 questions concerning this 
awesome X-Men title: 

1) Will Wolverine pop up later on down the 
road? 

2) Will Terry Austin become the permanent 
inker on this title? 

Keep up the good work and may the X- 
MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS title continue in 
the tradition of “Greatness” that John Byrne 
has brought it up to. 

Carlos Pico 
Bronx, New York 


Hey, Carlos, glad to hear you’re enjoying 
the book. Sadly though, the answer to both 
your questions is no. Tom will be the inker 
until the title ends with issue #22. 


Dear Hidden Editors, 

While | am sorry to hear that HIDDEN 
YEARS will be coming to a premature ending, 
at least John Byrne has been given enough 
issues to wrap up all his major plot lines. | 
really dislike when a series gets canceled with 
unresolved plots. So | appreciate that Marvel 
gave this book a brief extension. 

| think that HIDDEN YEARS #15 was 
probably one of the strongest issues yet. The 
majority of past issues have been split 
between two, three, or even four plots, as the 
X-Men were split up all over the globe, and 
there were numerous concurrent events 
taking place. In contrast, #15 was mostly 
devoted to one main story, and so it worked 
much better, allowing the plot to flow without 
too many interruptions. As a result, it was 
much more dramatic. 

One of my regrets about this book has been 
that Havok and Polaris have been used so 
sparingly. They 
spent most of the 
first dozen issues 
aimlessly wandering 
around the Savage 
Land. When they 
were finally involved 
in some action in 
#12, it was 
nevertheless Iceman 
who took center 
stage. So | hope 
that the mystery 
men’s interest in 
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Polaris, and the trip by her & 
Havok to the Himalayas, will mean that they 
will be taking on a larger role in upcoming 
issues. 

Y'know, it’s funny that this book is 
supposed to be about the X-Men’s “hidden 
years” because, as the first page of #15 
pointed out, so far it's only covered eight or 
nine days! Which means that, when this 
series ends, there will still be plenty of 
unexplored months. Hopefully in the future 
Marvel will publish an occasional HIDDEN 
YEARS special or limited series to explore the 
rest of the time period before the new X-Men 
formed. | would definitely like to see a story 
that examines the classic Captain 
America/Secret Empire story arc from the 
point of view of the X-Men. 

Ben Herman 
White Plains, NY 


That would be great, Ben! Who knows, 
maybe there could be limited series set in 
that time-frame. Gives us something to 
hope for! 


Dear Gang, 

| just got done reading XHY #15 and | 
thought it was a winner. It was a sad tale but 
| still liked it. The cover was awesome! 

Yes, | have heard the bad news that XHY is 
ending with issue #19. Can’t say | agree with 
the decision but we still got four issues to 
look forward to. Better four than none. | will 
miss this title. 

Brendan Walsh 
Sputnik3000@aol.com 


See my first response on this letters 
page, Brendan, it should make you smile! 
At least you have three more issues to look 
forward to after #19! 


Dear XMTHY team, 

Thank you! | wanted to write to the X-Men 
team to do a story about Tad Carter for years! 
At last, my wish has come true. | guess only 
John Byrne could have written a story about 
him. | expected to see him pop up somewhere 
in the “Lost Generation” series, but that’s 
even better! By the way, | hope I’m not the 
only one who knows who Tad Carter is 
(except for John, of course). | know that 
XMTHY will be soon canceled. Although | hate 
seeing another favorite of mine go, | hope you 
will revisit this era soon with some limited 
series. 

Christos Machairas 
chrismagr@yahoo.com 
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Do all 
great fans think alike? 


But will Loma agree? Hmmm, that's the question! 


Dear Lysa, 

When | saw this month’s beautiful cover, | 
knew something special would greet me 
inside. Yet, despite my long association with 
the X-Men, | never did know just what had 
happened to Warren's parents. | had no idea 
that his uncle had murdered his father. | 
never dreamed that his mother had died in his 
arms. It’s always risky to invoke Hamlet, but 
John painted a touching tale here 
and it should be applauded. 

So often, we get so overwhelmed by the 
super-heroic melodrama of comics that we 
forget that, ideally, these characters should be 
portrayed as real people with real lives. 
Family moments are reserved for team 
downtime and rarely involve actual blood 
relations. | guess some editors worry that 
these stories won't be as interesting as the 
big fight sequences or that it might take the 
heroic edge off their characters by having 
them appear too real and, therefore, as fragile 
as you or |. 

| couldn’t disagree more. Moments like 
these are why | still cherish comics after all 
these years. Getting to know heroes as 
people is as much fun as seeing them mete 
out justice. How | shared the team’s 
frustration at their seeming powerlessness to 
interact in the dilemma presented here. Sure, 
you can save the world, but you can’t break a 
mother’s heart. 

Warren has always held a special allure for 
me as a character. Next to Cyclops, he has 
always been my favorite X-Man. Over the 
years, I’ve seen some amazing, dramatic, and 
stupid things done with him. Thanks, John, 
for giving me a memory and a moment that 
are real keepers. 

Scot W. Myers 
Charleston, SC 


Thanks, Scot, | happen to agree, but then 
| think that HIDDEN YEARS is brimming over 
with many such moments. 


